
 

 

       

December 2015 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

The Christmas season is fast approaching and the children, and staff, are earnestly preparing for their 

celebration performance in Holy Trinity Church. It is a most exciting time, particularly for the youngest 

members of our school family.  

This term has seen the school playing an active role in terms of its contribution to the community – 

collecting reading books to send to our adopted school in the Philippines; raising an impressive amount 

of money for the Royal British Legion and the BBC’s Children in Need charities. In addition, this month, 

the children invited a representative from the Dogs’ Trust to gain an insight into its valuable work.  

Music and sport continue to be an important part of the broad curriculum. The school has continued its 

contract with Leicestershire Music Service to provide specialist teaching of a range of instruments and, 

this term and next, the junior children will be learning how to play the steel drums. This is a real 

departure from the more conventional type of instrument and promises to be very exciting. The choir is 

engaged in its preparations for performing at the Birmingham Arena, part of the National Exhibition 

Centre, in the New Year. This is a wonderful opportunity for our children to join other schools from the 

Midlands and sing as part of a huge choir to an audience of hundreds. Earlier this month the children 

from Reception and Key Stage 1 (our younger children) performed their Street Dance to an audience of 

parents and governors. This was a culmination of a term’s work listening to, assimilating and carrying 

out very complex dance movements, and, indeed, choreographing their own. It was most impressive 

and a delight to watch! 

In terms of outside sport, children have been participating in the Area Cross-country League which 

attracts over one hundred and fifty schools, held at Prestwold Hall, Burton on the Wolds. As it stands at 

the moment, the school is positioned  a very creditable third in the table – a fantastic achievement!  

The school was awarded a Silver Award by Sport England, this month for its range of sports and games 

offered and for the high level of participation by all age ranges, which serves  to reinforce the 

significance of P.E. and Sport to the school and to the wider community.  
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At the time of writing, national data, based on SAT’s taken last academic year, is being released by the 

Department for Education (DfE) and published in the local and national press. Owing to the fact that 

figures cannot be reported on where cohorts are below ten, Thrussington will not have appeared in the 

national press as being within the top 100 schools in England and Wales. However, it was reported in 

the local press and I am able to say, therefore, that the results did place the school in that position. 

Congratulations to all the children for their hard work, to parents, staff and governors. 

If proof were needed of the value of the contribution made by the wider community to the school’s 

progress, despite the paucity of its budget, then this is an example. This term, thanks to an incredible 

donation received from the recent Big Band event and money raised by the P.T.F.A., we have purchased 

a whole-school set of Maths.’ textbooks and workbooks and will be able to improve and replace a 

considerable part of the curriculum equipment to benefit all the children. Thank you for continuing to 

support your school in this way. 

At the end of this term, Mrs. Coles will be returning to Class 2, Mrs. Hammond will be preparing for her 

role as a class teacher in Upper Key Stage 2 and Dr. Cefai will be moving on.  I would like to take this 

opportunity of thanking Dr. Cefai for the manner in which he has become totally absorbed in the work 

of the school. His hard work and commitment to the welfare of the children has been greatly valued 

and we wish him every success in the future.  

I wish you all a very peaceful and happy Christmas and New Year. 

Mrs. E. Moore. 

Headteacher. 

The Philippines Project. 

 

Thank you to everyone who donated books for 

our friends at Tugop Elementary School. 

Together with the books donated by school, 

we collected a fantastic 360 books. These are 

now packaged up and waiting to be shipped. 

We envisage they will take 10-12 weeks to 

arrive there so keep your fingers crossed that they are able to arrive before the 

end of March (the end of the school year in the Philippines) I have no doubt that 

the children and staff at Tugop will be delighted to have reading materials. 



 

 

PE Kit 

All children should have a full PE Kit which they should bring into school on 

Monday and take home on Friday for cleaning.  The kit required is, black 

shorts, white t-shirt and plimsolls for indoor PE and a track suit or similar warm 

clothing with a change of socks and trainers for outdoor PE.  Jewellery will not 

be worn and long hair is to be tied back. 

In particular, at this time of year, please ensure that children have socks to wear and warm clothing 

since much of the curriculum takes place outside. In the event that clothing is borrowed from the 

school, please ensure that it is washed and returned. Such clothing is paid for out of the school’s 

private fund and is difficult to sustain. 

Any plimsolls you may have that are no longer needed (particularly in sizes 12 and 13), would be 

greatly appreciated.   

Diary 

16.12.15 6.30pm School Performance in Holy Trinity Church 

18.12.15 Whole school trip to pantomime in Loughborough 

18.12.15 School closes 

05.01.16 School re-opens 

12.01.16 Young Voices Concert in Birmingham 
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December 2015 

 

Dear Parents, Staff and Pupils, 

 

We are almost at the end of another busy term, with the school nativity play “Straw and Order” and the 
whole school visit to Loughborough on the last day of term for the pantomime ”Aladdin”, as highlights of 
this last week. 

 

You will all doubtless be well informed about the many extra curricula events which occurred during the 
term, which enhance the learning experience of the children at school.  Mrs Moore and all the staff are to 
be heartily congratulated for all the hard work, dedication, enthusiasm and sheer energy, which they 
devote to teaching the children in their care.  Well done, and thank you all. 

 

The KS2 SATS results have recently been published and the school is to be congratulated on another set 
of great SATS results.  Thrussington is among the top eighteen primary schools in Leicestershire to attain 
100% at level 4 in Reading, Writing and Mathematics.  Well done to all pupils and teachers on this 
excellent result. 

 

The PTFA fund raising efforts continue to be highly valued by the school. In the past year they have 
raised an impressive £6,099, as follows:  The Fun Run - £3,014;  Family BBQ - £1,214; Autumn Fayre - 
£517; Mad Hatter's Tea Party - £425; Fashion Show - £350; Cake Raffle - £242; Rags to Riches - £232; 
Christmas Fayre - £105.  A fantastic amount – thank you all so very much for your whole-hearted support 
of the school.  It is greatly appreciated. 

 

As parents will be aware, the Governors' Tea Party in November was cancelled and feedback indicated 
that one meeting per year – in the summer term – would be preferable to a meeting every term.  Two 
governors, Mrs Diana Clarke and Mr Ryan O'Neill, had intended to speak about their involvement with the 
school, to give parents an insight into what Governors do.  Diana would have spoken about her regular 
visits to school to help with reader support, recorder practice, lunch time supervision and school visits, 
and Ryan was due to talk about the work of the Finance Committee and the additional obligations and 
responsibilities of being a Limited Company, now that the school is an Academy, and also of the greater 
focus on governance now that the school has sole responsibility for its finances.   

 

I hope both governors will expand on these topics at the next meeting of Governors and Parents in the 
summer term, and that this meeting will be well attended. 

 

Finally, It has just been announced that Rev'd Lorna Brabin-Smith, our vicar and ex-officio School 
Governor, will be leaving the parish at the end of February, to take up a new position in the Diocese of 
Lincoln.  Lorna has been here for seven years and we will miss her great contribution to the life of the 
village and the school.  We thank her for all she has done and wish her well as she takes up her new 
appointment. 

 

On behalf of the governors, I wish you all a very happy and festive holiday season and very best wishes 
for the New Year 

 

Yours sincerely 

Janet Heath 

Chair of Governors 
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